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SAF Organizational Structure

HOW IS SAF STRUCTURED?

LOCALLY?

NATIONALLY?





Membership

ÅThe SAF membership is at the top of the 
organizational chart.  

ÅIt is our members that drive SAF activities.

ÅIt is our members that have developed the 
mission, Constitution and Bylaws of the 
Society.

ÅIt is our membership that sets policy, and 
action plans to best meet the mission of 
the Society.



SAF Structure
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State Societies, Divisions and 

Chapters

ÅState Societies are geographical, 

constitutional, grassroots units of the 

Society.

ÅState Societies may be further divided into 

divisions and/or chapters and include 

student chapters.





Role of SAF COUNCIL

What is the Role of Council?



Role of SAF COUNCIL

The SAF Council is the highest 

governing body in SAF.  Its goal 

is to provide leadership and 

direction to the Society of 

American Foresters and to 

ensure the achievement of its 

mission.



Role of SAF COUNCIL

Some of the Council's duties include:

Ƽdetermine the strategic plan for the 
Society and review it annually;

Ƽreview annual and long-range budget 
projections

Ƽreview SAF national office programs as 
they relate to the mission;



Role of SAF COUNCIL

Some of the Council's duties include:

Ƽserve as a communications link among 
the members of their voting district, 
HSD, the Forest Science and 
Technology Board, and Council 
regarding pertinent issues;

Ƽrepresent SAF to the public



Role of SAF COUNCIL

Some of the Council's duties include:

Ƽensure that SAF operates at all 

levels in compliance with antitrust 

laws, as stated in our Antitrust 

Policy.



SAF COUNCIL

WHO SITS ON COUNCIL 

AND FOR HOW LONG?



SAF COUNCIL

The president, vice-president, 

immediate past-president, and 11 

elected members (one from each 

voting district) serve on Council.



SAF COUNCIL

The vice-president is a Fellow or 

Professional Member elected by 

the voting membership of the 

Society for a three-year 

succession, without eligibility for 

re-election.



SAF COUNCIL

The vice-president serves one 

year as vice-president, one year 

as president, and one year as 

immediate past-president.



SAF COUNCIL

Each Council member, elected 
by his or her voting district, 
serves  a three-year term and 
shall not serve consecutive 
terms nor be elected for more 
than two terms.



SAF COUNCIL

WHAT IS A VOTING DISTRICT?



SAF COUNCIL

Voting districts contain one or 

more state societies and/or 

provinces of Canada while 

conforming as much as possible 

to state society boundaries.  




