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The environment in which natural resources management occurs is a mix 

of biophysical, social, cultural, economic, institutional, and political 

factors that affect policy, planning, and decision-making processes. 

Issues (i.e., disagreements) arise as individuals, interest groups, and 

agencies seek to influence programs affecting the use and management 

of natural resources. Policy analyses using multiple methods identify 

factors driving issues and alternatives to improve problem situations.
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